
CONSERVATON INCENTIVES 
 
Incentives to encourage developers to save trees in green spaces include, primarily, density 
bonuses (allowing more building height or floor area), expedited permitting to save time and 
money, and reduced impact fees or parking requirements. Other effective "carrots" include 
stormwater credits for retained trees, tax rebates, and transfer of development rights (TDRs). [1, 2, 
3, 4, 5, 6]  
 
Here are specific incentives that can be offered to developers:  
 
1. Development and Zoning Bonuses  

• Density Bonuses: Allowing developers to build a higher floor area ratio (FAR) or additional 
residential units if they preserve existing mature trees, as seen in programs like Austin, 
Texas.  

• Reduced Setbacks/Parking Requirements: Allowing structures closer to property lines or 
reducing the number of required parking spots to preserve trees.  

• Transfer of Development Rights (TDRs): Allowing developers to sell the unused 
development rights from a preserved tree-dense portion of their land to another site. [1, 5, 
6, 7, 8]  

2. Financial and Administrative Incentives  

• Expedited Permitting: Moving projects that prioritize tree preservation to the front of the 
line for approval, saving developers substantial carrying costs.  

• Fee Waivers and Reductions: Lowering impact fees, permit fees, or utility hookup fees for 
developers who retain mature trees, which can reduce their mitigation costs.  

• Stormwater Credits: Counting mature trees toward stormwater management 
requirements, reducing the cost of installing artificial drainage systems.  

• Tax Incentives & Rebates: Providing property tax credits or direct, one-time payments for 
preserving specific trees or forested areas. [1, 2, 3, 4, 7, 10, 11]  

3. Regulatory and Structural Incentives  

• Tree Mitigation Credits: Allowing developers to count preserved trees toward their 
landscaping requirements, reducing the high cost of buying and planting new, young trees.  

• Cluster Development: Allowing homes to be clustered on one part of a site to maximize 
open space and protect trees elsewhere.  

• Green Certification Recognition: Offering official city recognition or marketing incentives 
for environmentally friendly projects, which improves a developer's reputation. [11]  

These incentives allow developers to save on upfront costs or increase their project's profitability, 
turning tree preservation from a potential loss into a monetary advantage. [1, 5, 11]  
 

AI responses may include mistakes. 
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